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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for coupling ends of a first hose and a 

2 second hose, comprising: 

3 a male coupler configured to attach to the first hose; 

4 a female coupler having an inner cavity and being configured to attach to the 

5 second hose in the inner cavity by way of a first ferrule assembly disposed within the inner 

6 cavity , the first ferrule assembly comprising: 

7 an outer ferrule positionable on an outside surface of the second hose 

8 proximate a first end of the second hose; 

9 an inner ferrule positionable on an inside surface of the second hose 

10 and configured to rotatably couple with the female coupler so that the inner ferrule may 

i i swivel relative to the female coupler thereby enabling the female coupler to be swiveled about 

12 . the second hose without rotating the second hose; 

13 wherein the male coupler and the female coupler are configured to couple to 

14 each other. 

1 2. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the inner ferrule is coupled to 

2 the female coupler by folding a portion of the inner ferrule over a ridge located in the inner 

3 cavity of the female coupler in a manner that allows the inner ferrule to swivel within the 

4 female coupler about the ridge. 

1 3. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 2, further comprising an o-ring located in a 

2 groove of the inner cavity of the female coupler to provide a seal between the outer ferrule, 

3 the inner ferrule, and the inner cavity of the female coupler. 

1 4. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein the male coupler comprises an 

2 external threaded portion configured to be threadably received within internal threads of the 

3 female coupler. 
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1 5. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 4, wherein the male coupler has an inner 

2 cavity and is configured to attach to the first hose in the inner cavity by way of a second 

3 ferrule assembly, the second ferrule assembly comprising: 

4 an outer ferrule positionable on an outside surface of the first hose proximate a 

5 first end of the first hose; 

6 an inner ferrule positionable on an inside surface of the first hose and 

7 configured to couple with the outer ferrule proximate the first end of the first hose. 

1 6. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 5, wherein the outer ferrule of the male 

2 coupler comprises undulations to couple the outer ferrule of the male coupler to the first hose. 

1 7. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 6, wherein the inner ferrule of the male 

2 coupler comprises undulations to couple the inner ferrule of the male coupler to the first hose. 

1 8. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein the second ferrule assembly 

2 does not swivel with respect to the male coupler. 

1 9. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the outer ferrule of the female 

2 coupler comprises undulations to couple the outer ferrule of the female coupler to the second 

3 hose. 

1 .10. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the female coupler 

2 comprises an oval shaped housing e rgonomic grip for swiv e ling th e f e mal e coupler about tho 

3 second hose . 

1 11. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 1 0, wherein the oval shaped 

2 housing further comprises an oval shaped cone female coupler comprises a handle . 

1 12. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 1 1, wherein the handl e housing 

2 of the female coupler has a length greater than a cross- sectional width dimension of the 

3 housing handl e. 

1 13. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the male coupler 

2 comprises an oval shaped housing ergonomic grip . 
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1 14. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 13, wherein the oval shaped 

2 housing further comprises an oval shaped cone orgonomic grip of th e mal e coupl e r comprises 

3 a handle . 

1 15. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein the inner cavity of 

2 the female coupler comprises an inwardly extending draft a housing having a handle . 

1 16. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the male coupler is coupled to 

2 the first hose and the female coupler is coupled to the second hose. 

i . 17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 16, the male coupler and the 

2 female coupler comprise an oval cross sectional shape to allow the male coupler to be 

3 tightened to the female connector without tools wherein tools are not r e quir e d to couple the 

4 first hos e to th e s e cond hos e by way of th e f e male coupler and the male coupl e r . 

1 18. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the male coupler and the female 

2 coupler are made from plastic. 

1 19. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the male coupler and the female 

2 coupler are made from metal. 

1 20. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the male coupler is 

2 coupled to a first end of a the first hose and the female coupler is coupled to a second end of 

3 the second hose , and further comprising another male coupler coupled to the first end of the 

4 second hose and another female connector coupled to the second end of the first hose, so that 

5 multiple hoses can be coupled to one another in series . 
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1 21 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for coupling a first hose to a second hose, 

2 comprising: 

^ 3 a male coupler configured to attach to the first hose; 

4 a female coupler having an inner cavity and being configured to attach to the 

5 second hose in the inner cavity by way of a first ferrule assembly disposed within the inner 

6 cavity , the first ferrule assembly comprising: 

7 an outer ferrule positionable on an outside surface of the second hose 

8 proximate a first end of the second hose; 

9 an inner ferrule positionable on an inside surface of the second hose 

10 and configured to rotatably couple with the female coupler so that the inner ferrule may 

i i swivel relative to the female coupler thereby enabling the female coupler to be swiveled about 

12 the second hose without rotating the second hose; and 

n an o-ring, wherein the inner cavity of the female coupler is configured to 

14 receive the o-ring to provide a seal between the outer ferrule, the inner ferrule, and the inner 

is cavity of the female coupler; 

16 wherein the male coupler and female coupler are configured to couple to each 

n other. 

1 22. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 21, wherein the o-ring is positioned in a 

2 groove of the inner cavity of the female coupler to provide a seal between the outer ferrule, 

3 the inner ferrule/and the inner cavity of the female coupler. 

1 23. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 22, wherein the inner ferrule is coupled to 

2 the female coupler by crimping a portion of the inner ferrule over a ridge located in the inner 

3 cavity of the female coupler such that the inner ferrule may swivel within the female coupler 

4 about the ridge. 

1 24. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 23, wherein the male coupler and the 

2 female coupler may be coupled to each other by threading an external threaded portion of the 

3 male portion into internal threads of the female coupler. 
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1 25. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 24, wherein the male coupler has an inner 

2 cavity and is configured to attach to the first hose in the inner cavity by way of a second 

3 ferrule assembly, the second ferrule assembly comprising: 

4 an outer ferrule positionable on an outside surface of the first hose proximate a 

5 first end of the first hose; 

6 an inner ferrule positionable on an inside surface of the first hose and 

7 configured to couple with the. outer ferrule proximate the first end of the first hose. 

8 wherein the outer ferrule of the male coupler comprises undulations to couple 

9 the outer ferrule of the male coupler to the first hose; 

10 wherein the inner ferrule of the male coupler comprises undulations to couple 
i i the inner ferrule of the male coupler to the first hose. 

1 26. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 25, wherein the second ferrule assembly 

2 does not swivel with respect to the male coupler. 

1 27. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein the female coupler and the 

2 male coupler comprise generally oval shapes for an ergonomic grip. 

1 28. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 27, wherein the male coupler is coupled to 

2 the first hose and the female coupler is coupled to the second hose. 

1 29. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 21, wherein the male coupler is 

2 coupled to a first end of a the first hose and the female coupler is coupled to a second end of 

3 the second hose , and further comprising another male coupler coupled to the first end of the 

4 second hose and another female connector coupled to the second end of the first hose, so that 

5 multiple hoses can be coupled to one another in series . 
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1 30. (Currently Amended) A method of producing an apparatus for coupling ends 

2 of a first hose and a second hose together, comprising: 

3 providing a male coupler configured to attach to the first hose; 

4 providing a female coupler having an inner cavity and being configured to 

5 attach to the second hose in the inner cavity by way of a first ferrule assembly disposed within 

6 the inner cavity ; and 

7 configuring the male coupler and the female coupler to couple to each other; 

8 wherein the first ferrule assembly comprises an outer ferrule positionable on 

9 an outside surface of the second hose proximate a first end of the second hose, and an inner 

10 ferrule positionable on an inside surface of the second hose and configured to rotatably couple 
i i with the female coupler so that the inner ferrule may swivel relative to the female coupler 

12 thereby enabling the female coupler to be swiveled about the second hose without rotating the 

13 second hose. 

1 31. (Original) The method of Claim 30, further comprising coupling the inner 

2 ferrule to the female coupler by folding a portion of the inner ferrule over a ridge located in 

3 the inner cavity of the female coupler in a manner to allow the inner ferrule to swivel within 

4 the female coupler about the ridge. 

1 32. (Original) The method of Claim 31, further comprising positioning an o-ring 

2 in a groove of the inner cavity of the female coupler to provide a seal between the outer 

3 ferrule, the inner ferrule, and the inner cavity of the female coupler. 

1 33. (Original) The method of Claim 32, further comprising providing a first hose 

2 and a second hose. 

1 34. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 32, further comprising coupling 

2 the male coupler to a first end of a the first hose and coupling the female coupler to a second 

3 end of the second hose , and further comprising another male coupler coupled to the first end 

4 of the second hose and another female connector coupled to the second end of the first hose, 

5 so that multiple hoses can be coupled to one another in series . 
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